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mission of the great system of upheavals and depressions, of high reliefs 
and low reliefs, which give to the world its varied characteristics. It 
is a survey of the manifold forms of the high-land, the plateau, the 
mountain, the low-land, the terrace, and the river, and a comparison, 
under these several heads, of the features of this planet. It is true that 
Ritter excels, and that just in these particulars this work will prove of 
value to geographical students in this country. More than half the 
volume is thus taken up with a view of what are termed the solid forms 
of the earth's surface. Introductory to this are a few sections regard- 
ing the various portions of the globe in their most general relations, the 
form of the sphere, the comparative amount of land and water, the posi- 
tion of the continents, the historical element in geography, and other 
related topics. A brief account of the horizontal or superficial forms 
of the various land-masses forms the concluding chapter of the work. 

We trust that this analysis, although of necessity so short, will suffice 
to awaken the interest of all who are inclined to these new inquiries. 
Mr. Gage is entitled to acknowledgments for the enthusiasm which he 
shows in the paths he is treading, and especially in his endeavors to 
make English readers familiar with the results of German scholarship. 
The present translation, when compared with that of the " Geographi- 
cal Studies," evinces a decided improvement. We should prefer, indeed, 
to have had the volume given to us with judicious editorial notes, par- 
ticularly with explanations of some of the unusual and technical terms 
which the author employs, and with more recent information in regard 
to certain matters of fact than the statements of a writer now several 
years deceased can possibly convey. Still, Ritter alone is recent 
enough and good enough to delight and instruct us in a science which 
he shares with Humboldt the honor of establishing. 



14. — Physical Geography of the Holy Land. By Edward Robin- 
son, D. D., LL. D. Boston : Crocker and Brewster. 1865. 8vo. 
pp. 400. 

Among all our countrymen who have achieved distinction as explor- 
ers, none is more justly and widely honored than Edward Robinson. 
Indeed, there are few of any land who surpass him in zeal, industry, 
patience, and protracted devotion to a limited but important field of 
investigation. In some of his intellectual characteristics it may be 
thought that he is more of a German than of an American. Though 
good as an observer, he is even better as a scholar. He is not merely 
a traveller, he is the assiduous student of books. Over roads which 
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are rough and dreary, where many a writer has preceded him, he 
patiently plods on, with his measuring-tape in hand, never diverted by 
that which is only transient or entertaining, but always faithful and 
persevering in determining that which is characteristic and enduring. 

His early studies introduced him into the domain of biblical archae- 
ology and linguistics, and an original preference for such pursuits is 
apparent in all his subsequent researches. At the same time, he is not 
deficient in a knowledge of the natural sciences, and directs his atten- 
tion to all the variety of questions which should properly interest the 
explorer. Notwithstanding that so many have preceded him in the 
study of Palestine, and so many contemporaneous writers have been 
engaged upon the same subject, he has secured a pre-eminence of 
which his countrymen are rightly proud ; and although he is wanting 
in the vivid imagination and the enthusiastic sentiment which distin- 
guish some of the travellers in the Holy Land, he exhibits a degree of 
thoroughness and accuracy which is of more lasting value. 

The results of his two visits to Palestine, and of his collateral re- 
searches in the libraries of Europe, have been long before the public, — 
the first edition of the Biblical Researches having appeared in 1841, 
and the second, which presents in a supplementary volume his latest 
views, having appeared in 1856. An excellent collection of maps 
which was published in connection with the later researches is recom- 
mended for use in connection with the volume now first put forth. 

Dr. Robinson regarded these Researches, even in their enlarged 
and revised form, as only preparatory to a more elaborate study of Bib- 
lical Geography. To this work he consecrated his life, although he was 
hampered by the daily duties of an instructor, which engrossed a con- 
siderable share of his time and strength. Unfortunately for the world, 
death terminated his labors when the promised treatise was only be- 
gun, and we have in the fragment before us another of those unfinished 
productions, which remind us, like the broken columns of a church- 
yard, of the frailty of human expectations. His learned and accom- 
plished widow has rescued the treatise from oblivion by giving it to 
the press. 

Dr. Robinson's habits of literary labor were such that he may be said 
to have finished his work as he went along. It was not his habit to 
make a rough and inaccurate sketch, which should be corrected by sub- 
sequent revision. Having formed his plan, he wrote each line with 
care, so that when he laid down the pen another might continue, but 
none could revise, what he had written. We are not surprised to learn, 
therefore, that the manuscript of his posthumous volume was found 
" thorough and complete in itself, without a missing note, without even 
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the omission of a single word to be subsequently inserted." It is only 
an introduction, but it is harmonious, systematic, and exact. 

The scope of the entire work, in the eye of the author, included not 
only Palestine, but the outlying lands which are closely connected with 
it. This comprehensive region he proposed to consider in three aspects, 
— Physical, Historical, and Topographical. He began with Palestine 
proper, to which his personal observations had been chiefly directed. 
He lived to finish very nearly his account of the physical characteristics 
of that limited portion of the field, and was ready to proceed to its his- 
tory and topography. 

The reader must not be disappointed if he finds but little which is 
new in the volume. All that Dr. Robinson ascertained in his travels 
is made known in the Researches ; and the present work should there- 
fore be regarded as a careful, well arranged, and scientific summary of 
what before appeared in the somewhat cumbersome form of an itinerary. 
To use the author's own phrase, the volume contains "a systematic pre- 
sentation of his own personal observations made in the country itself, 
and more fully recorded from day to day in his Biblical Researches in 
Palestine." 

As under these circumstances no special criticism seems called for, 
it only remains for us to point out the plan which has been followed, ■ 
that the reader may see how convenient a manual is offered to him. 
The work consists of four chapters, one on the Land, another on the 
Waters, a third on the Atmosphere and Climate, and a fourth on 
the Geology of Palestine. Under the first of these heads, the hills, 
plains, and valleys are carefully described in their relations to one an- 
other. Next, the rivers and lakes, the fountains, and the wells, cisterns, 
and aqueducts are considered. The seasons, the winds, the tempera- 
ture, and the purity of the atmosphere, form the divisions of the next 
chapter; and, finally, the geological features of the country and its 
exposure to earthquakes are briefly discussed. No account is given of 
the flora and fauna of the land. An Appendix on the Syrian Coast 
concludes the volume. Throughout, the design is apparent to make the 
work serviceable to the student of the Bible. In language and style it 
is sufficiently clear to be widely useful, though it cannot be regarded as 
a book for the multitude. For reference and study it will long remain 
without a rival, though the co-operation of various scholars, with proper 
pecuniary support, will in due time produce a more minute and com- 
prehensive survey of Biblical countries. 



